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We clarified the distribution of Sasa (Sasa borealis (Hack.) Makino et Shibata) in the Shiiba Research Forest, Kyushu University
in 2014 and evaluated temporal changes in the Sasa distribution induced by overbrowsing by sika deer (Cervus nippon). Detailed
information of the Sasa degradation was also described between 2021 and 2024 for each 250m mesh. The Sasa has still not been
observed in the areas where it had once disappeared. Most of the Sasa had disappeared and only a few Sasa remained in Mt. Tsuno
area, which was the only area where the Sasa remained in the Shiiba Research Forest in 2014. The sika deer density estimated from
the spotlight census has been decreasing from 2006 to 2024 in Mt. Sampo area. The density rapidly increased between 2006 and 2016
in Mt. Tsuno area, coinciding with the period of the disappearance of the Sasa. These results suggested that the Sasa degradation was

19

induced by sika deer over-browsing and the remaining Sasa will disappear in near future.
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